
 

NATIONAL ECONOMIC FORUM 2023 
Setting the Future Economic Roadmap for the New Malaysia 

 

8.30am - 5.30pm | 18 May 2023 | Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre 

Programme 

8.30am 
 

REGISTRATION & REFRESHMENT 

9.15am 
 
 
 

WELCOME REMARKS 
YBhg Dato’ Gan Tack Kong, Chairman of Organising Committee of NEF 
2023 and Deputy Secretary General, National Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Malaysia (NCCIM)  
 

9.20am 
 
 
 

OPENING REMARKS 
YBhg Tan Sri Dato’ Soh Thian Lai, President, National Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Malaysia (NCCIM) 
 

9.30am 
 
 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
YB Mohd Rafizi bin Ramli, Minister of Economy 
 
Q&A Session 
 

10.30am 
 

COFFEE BREAK 

10.50am GUEST SPEAKER 1: MALAYSIA’S ECONOMIC OUTLOOK: ARE WE 
ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
YBhg Prof Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Noor Azlan Ghazali, Director, Malaysian 
Inclusive Development & Advancement Institute - Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia and Former Executive Director of National Economic Action 
Council (NEAC), Prime Minister’s Department 
 

11.20am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PANEL SESSION 1: SETTING THE SCENE - REVITALISING 
MALAYSIA’S ECONOMY: INDUSTRY PERSPECTIVES AND 
EXPECTATIONS 
 
Panellists: (10 minutes each) 

1. YBhg Tan Sri Dato’ Soh Thian Lai, President, National Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Malaysia (NCCIM) / President, Federation 
of Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM) 

2. YBhg Tan Sri Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, President, Associated 
Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia 
(ACCCIM) 

3. Encik Norsyahrin bin Hamidon, Acting President, Dewan 
Perniagaan Melayu Malaysia (DPMM) 

4. YBhg Dato’ Seri N Gobalakrishnan, President, Malaysian 
Associated Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (MAICCI) 

5. Ms Christina Tee, President, Malaysian International Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (MICCI) 
 

Moderator: (50 minutes discussion) 
Dr Ong Kian Ming, former Deputy Minister of Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry (MITI) 
 

1.00pm 
 

NETWORKING LUNCH 



2.00pm 
 

ADDRESS BY YB TUAN STEVEN SIM CHEE KEONG, Deputy Minister of 
Finance II 
 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT’S FISCAL POLICIES: PRIORITIES AND 
STRATEGIES 
 

2.40pm 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 2: MALAYSIA’S ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK: 
REVISITING CURRENT POLICIES AND ASSESSING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR REVAMP  
YBhg Dato' Prof. Ulung Dr. Rajah a/l Rasiah, Distinguished Professor of 
Economics at the Asia Europe Institute, University of Malaya 
 

3.10pm GUEST SPEAKER 3: ATTRACTING HIGH VALUE-ADDED FDI AND DDI 
IN MALAYSIA: TO BOOST INVESTOR CONFIDENCE  
YBhg Datuk Wira Arham Abdul Rahman, Chief Executive Officer, 
Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA) 
 

3.40pm COFFEE BREAK 

4.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PANEL SESSION 2: INVESTING FOR THE FUTURE: THE ROLE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL, AND GOVERNANCE (ESG) FOR 
BUSINESS SUSTAINABILITY  
 
Panellists: (10 minutes each) 

1. Prof Datuk Dr Denison Jayasooria, Head of Secretariat, Persatuan 

Promosi Matlamat Pembangunan Lestari  
2. Mr Oliver Roche, Chairman, EUROCHAM Malaysia 
3. Mr Juan Jose Aranols, Chief Executive Officer, Nestle (Malaysia) 

Berhad / FMM Council Member/ Sustainable Development, Climate 
Change Committee Chairman 

4. Puan Elina Jani, Chief Executive Officer, Malaysian Green 
Technology and Climate Change Corporation 
 

Moderator: (50 minutes discussion) 
Mr Cheah Kok Hoong, Chief Executive Officer, Cognitive Digital Sdn Bhd 
and President, ESG Association of Malaysia 
 

5.30pm 
 

END OF PROGRAMME  
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